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Difficult Conditions–Direct Attack
● Executive Order 14168 “Defending Women from Gender Ideology 

Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal 
Government"
○ Definitions of sex applied to prisons and other sex-segregated 

facilities, federal ID
● Executive Order on Student Loans (info here)
● Youth Healthcare EO (blocked by courts for now)
● Trans Military Ban EO (but remember: we hate the military)
● Trans Sports EO
● K-12 School EO
● CMS Letter
● Funding cuts already underway

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/defending-women-from-gender-ideology-extremism-and-restoring-biological-truth-to-the-federal-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/restoring-public-service-loan-forgiveness/
https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/publications/changes-student-loans-impact/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/protecting-children-from-chemical-and-surgical-mutilation/
https://www.atg.wa.gov/news/news-releases/wa-judge-temporarily-halts-unconstitutional-trump-order-targeting-gender
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/prioritizing-military-excellence-and-readiness/
https://www.deanspade.net/2021/03/01/new-interview-with-them-about-why-i-oppose-trans-military-inclusion-advocacy/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/keeping-men-out-of-womens-sports/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/ending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/letter-stm.pdf
https://www.metroweekly.com/2025/03/trump-administration-kills-lgbtq-health-studies/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/2025/04/10/uw-madison-loses-12-6-million-in-research-grants-amid-trump-dei-cuts/82977063007/


Difficult Conditions–Direct Attack

● Some hospitals, universities and other institutions “complying in 
advance”
○ University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
○ Virginia Commonwealth University
○ NYU

● Frightening actions by schools in Ohio may indicate future bad 
actions elsewhere in the US as laws change

● Today’s terrifying news indicating future losses 

https://pittnews.com/article/195550/top-stories/students-are-upset-but-not-surprised-over-denial-of-gender-affirming-care-at-upmc-chp/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/02/10/nx-s1-5292390/trump-transgender-gender-affirming-care-hospital
https://socialists.nyc/press-releases/hundreds-rally-to-protect-trans-kidsdeliver-thousands-of-letters-to-nyu-langone/
https://socialists.nyc/press-releases/hundreds-rally-to-protect-trans-kidsdeliver-thousands-of-letters-to-nyu-langone/
https://www.axios.com/local/columbus/2025/02/25/ohio-transgender-bathroom-bill-law-education-school
https://www.erininthemorning.com/p/white-house-teases-fake-anti-trans?utm_medium=web


Difficult Conditions–Direct Attack

● Sex, gender and family central to right wing ideology, 
recruitment, and tactics for stigmatization, control and 
criminalization

● Typical of fascist, colonial, racist, patriarchal regimes
● Extension of prior administrations, sped up but not a departure 
● All of these will more seriously impact BIPOC, unhoused, 

disabled, poor and immigrant people
● Must have intersectional analysis and mount intersectional, 

solidarity-based resistance



What we can do
● Much is out of our hands in terms of legislative and judicial 

action
● Reality check–even when we have legal protection, often not 

effective, trans people still disproportionately poor, 
unhoused, pushed out of schools and families, criminalized, 
deported

● What is possible and effective:
○ Policies in local institutions
○ Direct support
○ Rule breaking



University Policies that Matter
● Bathroom/locker room access
● ID, transcripts, rosters
● Curriculum
● Support spaces & counseling
● Health center providing hormones
● Training for faculty and staff to 

prevent/address harassment and classroom 
issues



Direct Support
● Fundraising for basic needs/emergencies
● Peer-based support groups and self-defense 

classes
● Accompaniment projects (to health appts, 

social services, classes, to/from campus, etc.)
● Housing support
● Informal/underground health care



Breaking Unjust Rules
● Mandatory Reporter rules
● Censorship in curriculum
● Healthcare and counseling rules or limits
● Non-carceral approaches to mental health 

crisis and suicidality
○ Emotional support–proactive, preventing 

isolation



Resources
● Resisting mandatory reporting:

○ Mandatory Reporting is Not Neutral
○ This zine about MR in education

● Underground Healthcare
○ Zines here may be of interest

● Non-carceral responses to crisis
● Pronouns and teaching tips from me
● Examples of self-defense groups
● Tool for avoiding anti-solidarity talking points

https://www.mandatoryreportingisnotneutral.com/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5f925ec584857f3307673b83/t/65261f3e6f04ba6d946d9148/1696997187898/Survival+Until+Revolution+Final+small+file.pdf
https://littlemouse.fun/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/non-police-crisis-response-guide
https://www.deanspade.net/2018/12/01/we-still-need-pronoun-go-rounds/
https://www.deanspade.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Radical-teacher-essay-Tips-gendered-body-parts.pdf
https://www.them.us/story/in-bloom-thorn-molasses-offering-self-defense-tools-training-trans-community
https://bit.ly/cultivatesolidarity

